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My Impressions on Japanese Life
[in Mutmainah

I come from a place far away from Japan called Indonesia as

Iin Mutmainah A&, 12 FRI7
M Haluoleo K#T 3 £Z# 2 THE
10 AIC=EXIZXZF L1z, Haluoleo
RENS=ZERNDRIDORBEZE
THBHS5ADSEO—ATY REFE
EREREORBAMELEDL L TR
EHEEDDICRATHEYS,

an exchange student thanks to a scholarship. Japan is in many ways
different from the place where I lived before I came here. I am
experiencing new culture such as the rules of wearing and not wearing
footwear, the habit of using a bicycle often, the admission of drinking
alcohol for citizens over 20 years old, and the value of working.

First, the Japanese people are very particular about where they
wear their footwear. They never wear shoes inside the house. In
Indonesia, sometimes we are not allowed to wear shoes or sandals in
particular rooms, but in Japan, they take this to another level. Also, in
Japan shoes are not appropriate in many other places, either. No shoes
in temples, shrines, and even in clinics. In one clinic I was surprised as
everyone who entered the clinic had to take off their shoes and wear
sandals or “surippa” that were provided there. Besides, there was no
exception about this. One day, I saw some elderly people trying to take
off their shoes and put on slippers, but it was so difficult for them to do
so. | felt a great pity for them because most often elderly people have
difficulty in bending themselves.

Second, the bicycle seems to be a must in Japan. In fact, when
Japanese people have a car, they also have a bicycle. Even university
instructors do not feel embarrassed when riding a bicycle in public. It
is a common thing in Japan and it makes me excited.

Third, I was shocked when I attended a party for the first time in
Japan. I saw there were many kinds of alcoholic beverages there.
Before the party began, all people had to say “kanpai” while toasting
together. As the party went on, there were many people who got drunk;
it was also the first time for me to see drunken people firsthand.

Last but not least, "money can only be obtained by working".
Probably, this is the basis of life for Japanese people. Even Japanese
people who are advanced in age are still working. It seems that
Japanese morale is very high. It is different from Indonesia where
elderly people are prohibited to work by their children who have a
good job. It is because children have responsibility to repay their aged
parents.

: All those things I have seen and experienced make me aware
that the cultural diversity is something we cannot deny. The positive value in this country which agrees with
my belief becomes something that I will use in the rest of my life in order to be a good person and to live a
better life.

Website: http://international.edu.mie-u.ac.jp/index
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