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My Stay at Mie University

I came to the Faculty of Education, Mie University
at the beginning of April, 2013 as part of faculty
cooperation between Anhui Agriculture University and Mie
University. In the English Department, I audited English
Teaching II, Seminar in English Teaching II, and English
Teaching Methodology I & II taught by Prof. Hayase, and
English Teaching I and Seminar in English Teaching I by
Prof. Arao. By studying just like the other students in these
classes, on the one hand I was able to deepen my
understanding about English education and, on the other
hand, I knew more about how English is taught in Japanese
schools. Besides these English classes, I took two Japanese
classes, in which I was able to familiarize myself with
Japanese language and culture.

I would also like to write about other experiences
during my stay. First, I observed three English classes in
two universities. One of the classes was taught through a
Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) method, and the
other two classes were mainly taught by the
Grammar-Translation Method. In the former class, the
instructor spoke less and the students had more chances to
communicate in English, which was good for improving
their speaking skills. In the latter classes, more time was
spent in the analysis of grammar and vocabulary.

Second, I had the honor to give a presentation on
English education in China in a Mie Branch meeting of the
Chubu English Language Education Society. After my
90-minute presentation, 30 minutes were allotted to the
QAs and discussion with the participants about the
presentation. This meeting was a good platform for English
teachers to exchange ideas and improve their teaching
skills.

Third, in November 2013, I had a chance to observe
an English class in the Attached Junior High School of the
Faculty of Education. This English class was taught by a
CLT method. All the students were divided into groups and
took turns in giving their presentations about houses in
different countries. The students who were not giving their
presentations had to listen carefully and ask questions after
each presentation. The English teacher acted as a facilitator
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and students had more chances to interact with each other.

Fourth, at the beginning of February, I joined a big
English event which was named the “Annual School
English World,” organized by an elementary school in
Suzuka City. After a lively opening ceremony, students
from the grades one to six began to perform in various
rooms what they had prepared in advance. They did a very
good job using English to tell stories, acting out dramas,
and playing games. Not only did I appreciate their
performances in English, but also interacted actively with
them. This was a very successful event because students
were able to learn English by using it in different kinds of
activities and at the same time, their motivation and interest
were greatly enhanced in an English learning environment
created by the school.

Finally, I participated in the 20" Tri-University
International Joint Seminar & Symposium, observed two
video conferences, and co-authored a paper.

All in all, thanks to Hayase-sensei’s patient
instruction and considerate arrangements and the help from
Arao-sensei, Miyachi-sensei, Nishimura-sensei and many
other instructors and administrators, I lived and studied
happily at Mie University. After almost one year’s study
and research here, not only my English but also my
Japanese was greatly improved. This experience is a
priceless treasure that will surely have important influence

on my future career. v
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