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My experience as an ALT in Japan

NEABEHE
ARJL k- TR FT—0O (Roberto Escudero)

I am a Mexico-born Canadian Assistant Language Teacher in
Suzuka City, and I came last April to join the Faculty of
Education at Mie University to teach the Early English
Education course. I graduated and worked as a Graphic Artist
for some time doing paintings, artwork and digitizing logos for
the clothing industry. I have also worked as an airport customer
service agent, servicing many airlines at the Vancouver
international airport. I did my Teaching English as a Foreign
Language training (TEFL) at the Vancouver Community
College. Currently I work as a Languages Instructor (English
and Spanish). I arrive in Japan in early 2006. My hobbies are
playing the piano, painting and watching movies. I like football
soccer very much and sometimes I play it with children in
elementary schools during the recess. During my staying in
Japan, I have experienced a variety of teaching set ups, ranging
from private lessons with a single student, and groups of up 8
students. I have taught children, teenagers, and adults in private
English schools, corporations and vocational schools in the
cities of Tokyo, Nabari and Suzuka.

My first experience with large groups in elementary
schools came about in Nabari city, Mie in 2007. At first, it was
full of trial and error situations. No amount of training can fully
prepare a teacher to a real classroom experience. I was assigned
an average of 6 schools per week, and teaching from Ist to 6™
grades. Not only I was able to use the TEFL training skills I
receive in both Canada and Japan, but also develop new ways
to teach differently and creatively to keep the students’
attention throughout the lesson. Children learn in a more
natural way and are not as analytical as an adult would.
Therefore setting up a children-oriented environment in class,
where children feel safe, was, and is still, a constant challenge.

As an ALT, having a helpful homeroom teacher (HRT)
makes the classroom more relaxed and easy to work in. I have
seen many homeroom teachers share the teaching duties with
the ALTs, creating a good, helpful and resourceful classroom
environment. Both teachers learn from one another and benefit
from cooperating, as they communicate effectively either in
English or Japanese before the lesson starts. Some very
resourceful homeroom teachers have taught me many of the
tricks and skills I use today. They liked sharing their knowledge
with me, from small details like presenting flashcards or
arranging the classroom for activities. When Teacher Hayase
invited me to teach at Mie University, what first thought was
the real opportunity to share all that knowledge acquired at
elementary schools with university students.

For my current course, I am presenting a syllabus balanced
in theory and practice, where students can learn -- among other

things -- effective lesson planning, some presentation and
teaching techniques, teaching methods, teaching materials,
classroom management, basic classroom English, ALT and
HRT sharing duties and responsibilities, and timing to keep the
lesson continuously moving. I am also presenting my students
with some ideas and tips on how to improve their singing,
gestures, games, activities and lesson plans presentations so
when they become teachers, they will know how to expect
from their own students.

In June, I had the opportunity to take a couple of my
students to experience a real class in one of my schools in
Suzuka. They introduced themselves to a 6™ grade class, and
felt more at ease as the children were quickly engaged in my
lesson. Later on, they joined the game and interacted with the
children, participating in activities as part of the group. The
children were able to meet the lesson objective for that day, and
everyone -- including the visiting students -- have fun at the
same time. I wish I could have more chances to invite more
university students to come, see, and learn from my classes.

Last December, the MinamigaOka elementary school
English teacher, Lisa Wong, invited me and 3 other foreign
teachers to one of her multicultural classes at her school. She
regularly invites foreign speakers to her lessons to expose her
students to as many cultures as possible. In that occasion, each
of the guest teachers were from different countries and the
children had so much fun learning about 4 cultures at the same
time. Each of us spent some time to explain our own cultural
backgrounds and answer the children’s questions. This lesson
was followed by an article on Tsu Peace magazine last February.
The article stresses out how enriching is for kids to be exposed
to foreign cultures and languages at an early age.

I have been busy
developing my syllabus
for this first term, so I
have not been out of my
office much, but I hope 1
can join and attend some
other classes for the next
term. I want to learn
more about teaching
methods and techniques
from more Mie
University professors. I
also hope some of you
will visit my lessons
once in a while, so we all
can learn from each other.
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